1540 Alto Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92404
30 August 2005

o

e
AT

(=3

Stones River National Battlefield
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Murfreesboro, TN 37129
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Museum Personnel,

Enclosed are photo copies of letters from Elliott Herman Benton to his six-seven
year-old daughter Stella Genevieve Benton. Elliott Benton was my great
grandfather and Stella Benton was my grandmother. The letters were written
when Elliott Benton was serving in the union forces and stationed in your area.
Information about him is as follows:

“Elliott Benton raised a family of eleven children. When the Civil War started he
enlisted 14 September 1861 in Co. B, 10™ Wisconsin infantry volunteers for three
years. He passed through the various ranks and in 1863 was commissioned 1%
Lt. and Quartermaster. He was discharged Octob1864 and then reenlisted in
November and was appointed 1% Lt. in Hancock’s Corps. He served one year
then was assigned to Camp Chase, Ohio where he was promoted to Captain.
He was mustered out in 1865. He is buried in the Military cemetery in Sawtell,
California.”

The original letters are in the Lincoln Shrine, Redlands, California which is a
depository of materials on Lincoln and the Civil War." The curator there states
that it is common to have letters from the service men to their wife or mother but
it is uncommon to see letters from a soldier to his children.

In October my wife and | will se sailing on the Delta Queen from Nashville to
Chattanooga and then returning to Nashville by car and hopefully will have the
time to stop at your facility.

Sincerely,

/?f’! / \/ﬁfmﬁ_‘ ¥

Marvin G. Billings ¢
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On December 9, 1862 ELLIOTT H. BENTON was handed this special order:

Head Quarters 9th Brigade
Camp Edgfield, Tenn.
9 December 1862

Special Order No. 9

Sergeant E. H. Benton, Co. B, 10th Wis. Vol. is hereby detailed for duty at these Hd.
Qrtrs. as Quartermaster Clerk and will report without delay to Lt. Ira H. Bird, Acting

Brigade Q.M.
By order
B.F. Scribner
Col. Coudy
A.A.A.G.

G.A. Vandegrift

This meant, as said in his letter, that he had traded his gun for a pen. He traveled with the
army and wrote messages for staff officers. He now had a tent to sleep in and a man to cook and

wash for him.

On December 31 to January 2 the Union Army won a victory at Stone River. It is not known if
Grandfather Benton was still with the 10th Ohio or not but it is interesting to note that Col.
Burkewas was put in command of the post at Stewart's Creek, a short distance from the field. In
his official report, General Rosecrans says, "The 10th Reg. of the Ohio Volunteers, at Sterart's
Creek, Lieut. Col. J.W. Burke commanding, deserve especial praise for the ability and spirit with
which they held their post, defended our trains, secured their cars, chased away Wheeler's rebel
cavalry, saving a large wagon-train and arrested and retained in service some two thousand
stragglers from the battle-field."
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The Murfreesboro Station of the Army Signal and Telegraph is under C. R. Case of the 36th
Indiana, and 7. J. Kelly of the 10th Ohio Infantry. The advance of the Army from Murfreesboro
was planned by General Rosecrans with one purpose in view, the possession of Chattanooga. The
long stay of the Army in Murfreesboro was to collect large volumes of horses, mules, wagons, Army
stores and equipment, also clothing for the men. This was the Quartermasters job. It was a long

hard march from Murfreesboro to Chattanooga. After the expulsion of Braggs forces from middle
Tennessee, the next objective point of the Army was Chattanooga.
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Bragg evacuated Chattanooga on 9 Sept. and on 16 Sept. he assumed the offensive. Gen. Rosecrans
began to concentrate all his armies, McCook — Crittenden - Thomas (Rock of Chickamauga) and Gen.
Carfield. Bragg started marching back on 17 Sept., result, the Battle of Chickamauga. The Union
troops won. Then the big job of reorganizing and refitting of the troops began. About two weeks
later this letter was written. Gen. Rosecrans was relieved of his command and Gen. Thomas took
over the Army of the cumberland. The battle of L ookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, 25 Nov.
1863 were very important victories for the Union. This apened the way for Sherman's campaign

into Georaia and his march to the sea.
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